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Presidential Letter

Greetings from Northwest Indiana and the LEAP Foundation. 

As we wind down the third year of the LEAP Foundation, I am excited to share with you all of the new 
and exciting things happening.  I will tell you that this last year for us was far from boring. We saw 
continued growth in the virtual program and we were able to increase our pork donations, which is 
desperately becoming an area of need with local food pantries.  

When we set out to create the LEAP Foundation, our sights were set on bridging the financial gap  
between the price and the cost of educating the consumer about pigs. We reached out to our friends 
within the industry and were very grateful for their early donations. What caught us by surprise, 
however, was how quickly our programs started to spread throughout Indiana. Support  came from 
every corner. It is no secret that our nation needs to learn more about pigs and pork and people are 
actually craving an understanding of how pork gets from the farm to their table. As I am sure you 
know,  much of the information about agriculture circulating around may or may not be true and it 
is incredibly difficult to tell what is fact and what is opinion. This is why we are so passionate about 
telling our story, from inside the farm, where people from all ages and all states can see, in person and 
virtually, what pig farming really is and how it feeds our state and nation. 

I would like to personally thank all of our supporters. Each one of you, or your company, has been 
a blessing to the foundation and we thank you for helping us continue to  grow 
and flourish. I wish I could share all of the personal thank you letters we have 
received from elementary students and their teachers from around the 
nation so you could feel the impact LEAP is having every day. At the very 
least, please enjoy our annual newsletter. 

On behalf of the LEAP Foundation Board, thank you for supporting our 
work. We wish you a very happy and joyous 2023!

Nick DeKryger
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There’s a Pig in My Classroom

Illinois Pork Producers Association
The LEAP Program is, without a doubt, one of the most popular pork education programs that the 
Illinois Pork Producers Association invests in. The virtual pig barn tours are offered biannually, and 
slots fill up within moments of posting the registration information on our website and social media 
channels. Teachers love the ease of the program and the access to free lesson plans and worksheets 
that help introduce and educate elementary-age students to the pork industry.  Our association 
loves the program because it exposes children, who might otherwise never 
have the opportunity, to go inside of a pig barn. Trained guides discuss all 
aspects of pork production and do a wonderful job discussing production 
terminology, answering questions about how pigs are raised, and explaining 
the different cuts of pork available at the grocery store.

Program Updates
Heading into year three, our virtual tour of the Pig Adventure continues to grow, not only 

within in the state of Indiana, but outside the state as well. Pig in the Classroom has 
expanded into 31 states across the nation as well as Puerto Rico and was able to host 

over 15,000 elementary kids last school year. We were able to partner again with 
FFA to bring the program across the country and have now partnered up with The 
Big E, a multistate fair in the New England States. Our two primary educators inside 
the farm, Leah and Stephanie have done an excellent job of teaching and engaging 

elementary kids through an ipad. Through the support and donations we receive, 
we are able to continue to offer the program for free to all students. 

Outreach Spotlight

Kentucky Agriculture & Environment in the Classroom
We could not be happier with the participation from Kentucky schools in the 
Pig in the Classroom virtual field trip program. It exceeded all expectations. 
I believe teachers are hungry for face-to-face interaction and for providing 
their students with practical knowledge that meets standards in both science 
and careers studies. Kentucky Agriculture and Environment in the Classroom 
and the Kentucky Pork Producers Association are thrilled to offer this as a 
learning opportunity in our commonwealth.



www.educationaboutpigs.com

SCARE Away Hunger

The LEAP Foundation partnered with local 
businesses in our area and collectively 
donated over 700lbs of food to local food 
pantries. Monetary donations totaled out at 
$7,650. We are thankful to be a part of this 
great cause! Every year LEAP also donates 310 
pigs which is around 45,000 lbs of meat!

Food Pantries by Community
• SMC Helping Hands
• Community Church
• Good Neighbor Food Pantry
• Hebron Country Pantry
• Project Love Food Pantry
• Community Services of Strake County
• Good Samaritan Food Pantry
• Faith Harvest Food Pantry
• Trinity Lutheran Church
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LEAP INTERNSHIP & SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

2022 LEAP Intern
This summer, LEAP was able to sponsor Tylar Bailey as 
our pig production intern. Tylar is from Urbana, Ohio, 
and has started his junior year at Wilmington College this 
fall, majoring in Sports Management and Agriculture and 
Business Management. He and his family own and run 
a breeding business called Bailey Breeding, where Tylar 
helps manage the sale, distribution and nutrition of pigs. 
He grew up involved in 4-H and FFA, of which his top two 
accomplishments are being named 4-H Boy of the Year 
and placing 4th in the Ohio Swine Placement Proficiency 
in FFA. Tylar still participates in his county fair as a member 
of the Junior/Senior Pork Council. His plans after college 
graduation include becoming a crop or feed salesman.

Tylar Bailey
Wilmington College, OH

2022 LEAP Scholarship Recipients

Hello, my name is Harley Schleman and I am 19 
years old! I was a ten year 4-H member in cattle 
and swine barn at the county and state level. Being 
involved with 4-H I have gained a love for the 
agriculture industry. I am currently attending Purdue 
University this fall where I am studying agribusiness 
and a minor in management. I am honored to be a 
recipient of 2022 LEAP Scholarship! 

Hello, I am Morgan Van Meter and this year I am 
a freshman attending Purdue University majoring 
in Animal Sciences. My love for animals started at 
a very young age growing up on my family’s farm 
raising livestock, and it has continued to grow 
more and more over the years. I was a very active 
10 year 4-H member and am so grateful to have 
developed such a deep passion for this program! 
As I pursue the educational path in this field, I am 
extremely honored to have received the LEAP 
scholarship award in 2022.

Morgan Van Meter
Rensselaer Central 
High School ‘22

Harley Schleman
North Newton 
High School ‘22
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10 Year Anniversary of Legacy Farms

• The farm sits on 30 acres                                                               
• 45,000 lbs of meat is donated a year
• Roughly 80,000 piglets are weaned a year

2012  2013  2014  2015  2016  2017  2018  2019  2020  2021  2022   

• Our biggest litter of healthy piglets was 32

• 2,800 sows live at Legacy

• 622,879 people have visted Legacy in 10 years

Legacy Farms Quick Facts

We are excited to announce the 10 year anniversary of Legacy Farms! 
The construction of Legacy began in 2012 and the grand opening of this unique farm was in August of 

2013. Legacy was built in partnership with Fair Oaks Farms with a specific goal in mind which was to 
educate individuals on the inner workings of pig farming and its essential part in our society. This is a 
one of a kind fully functional pig farm that is open for the public to see and learn with their own eyes. 

The name Legacy is truly fitting as this farm has made a lasting impact on thousands of individuals both 
physically through Fair Oaks Pig Adventure and virtually through LEAP’s “There’s a Pig in My Classroom”. 

We are thankful for this building and the amazing men and women who keep it operational.
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Legacy Farms Through the Years

2012  2013  2014  2015  2016  2017  2018  2019  2020  2021  2022   

As we look to the future, the facts about pigs and 
pig farming may not change, however the 
delivery process is always evolving. LEAP 
Foundation intends to create an endowment 
that will allow for long term, sustainable 
funding for messaging improvement, both at the 
Pig Adventure and the Pork Education Center. If 
you would like to learn more, please contact us.

• Our biggest litter of healthy piglets was 32

• 2,800 sows live at Legacy

• 622,879 people have visted Legacy in 10 years



www.educationaboutpigs.com

WAYS TO GIVE

Support LEAP while you shop through 
AmazonSmile! Amazon donates 0.5% of your 

eligible purchases to the LEAP Foundation.

Donate through our website portal!
www.educationaboutpigs.com
Your gift will continue to help us provide 
pork education opportunities through 
virtual programming, internships and 
scholarships, as well as providing donations 
of ground pork to local food pantries. 
Thank you for your continued support!

Contact Nick DeKryger at 219-987-4343 ext. 173 or nickd@belstramilling.com


